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Stephens took this statement to the more important southern Senators,
even invading Davis's sickroom, and secured their consent. Thus forti-
fied, the conference report was submitted April 23. Then to his chagrin,
Stephens found the revolt was by no means stifled.

A Georgia American, "Josh" Hill, hurled a monkey wrench into the
House machinery by moving the postponement of the whole subject
until the second Monday in May. On a test vote the administration
"majority" was worsted, 108-105. Quitman of Mississippi, Bonham of
South Carolina, Shorter and Stallworth of Alabama, and Hill and
Trippe, Georgia Americans, voted to delay. Newspaper gossip had it that
some southern Congressmen merely wanted to go home for spring race
meetings. At any rate, it caused great excitement. After Trippe had
explained his vote, Josh Hill wished to do likewise; but his Democratic
Georgia colleague, Gartrell, objected. "Who objects?" demanded Hill.
"I object," rejoined Gartrell. "Where is your graveyard?" yelled Hill,
rushing at him "with great fury." Members intervened. Gartrell replied:
"We will talk of graveyards elsewhere." The Speaker sent the sergeant-
at-arms with the mace to take Hill back to his seat.

However, the Hill postponement was prevented from immediate
passage. It hung fire over Sunday, while the administration spent
another strenuous week end of whip cracking and suasion to prevent
further delay. Cobb, Thompson, and other men who could influence
the recalcitrant southerners worked indefatigably. They succeeded; on
Monday Hill was absent without pairing, and Trippe of Georgia, with
Cox and-Lawrence of Ohio and Chapman of Pennsylvania, changed
their positions. Thus immediate consideration was voted. Cobb on the
House floor openly rejoiced with Stephens, while English hurried over
to the Senate to tell the news. Floor debate on the conference report
was to begin Wednesday.35

The ensuing days saw the final efforts, for the last roll calls were at
hand. The administration hoped that the English compromise would
win all the anti-Lecomptonites and thus restore the fiction of a united